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Summer 2010  

 ñVehicle crashes are the leading cause 
of death for people between the ages of 16 
and 24ò (www.gone4ever.org).  With summer 
weather, prom, and graduation season at 
hand, students must be educated about the 
gravity of drinking and driving.   
 
 In March, Cayuga ï Onondaga BOCES 
hosted the Gone4Ever exhibit.  Gone4Ever is 
a portable display that tells the stories of 
teenagers who died in car accidents because 
of drunk driving.  One of the focal points of 
the display is the fact that the young people 
who died in the accidents were our childrenôs 
peers. Emotions ran high and conversations 
turned solemn.  Students pensively watched 

a DVD showing the 
families of the victims 
agonize over their 
losses.      
 
 The responses of 
the students were 
poignant and reflec-
tive.  Carmina Nichols 
from the Cosmetology 
program stated, ñI 
really learned a lot 
from this presentation 
because it hurts to 

look at those pictures.ò  Katie Pearsall, who 
is in Health Related Occupations, said, ñI 
know how people feel when a tragedy     
happenséitôs a reminder that the choices I 
make not only affect me but everyone.ò 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Gone4Ever exhibit is committed to 
saving lives, and its mission is to educate 
young people about the dangers of drinking 
and driving.  One of our goals is to make   
students think about their decisions before 
they act.  Teenagers need to think of the 
ñforeverò that they impress upon peers as 
well as their families and the conclusiveness 
of their decisions. 
 
Please visit www.gone4ever.org to learn 
more about the Gone4Ever initiative.     
 

By Renee Hoey, Integrated Academics 

Justin Piatt, (CATWeb) views the Gone4Ever display in the REC cafeteria.  

Justin is an Auburn student. 

Gone4Ever Display Impacts Career Tech Students 

L-R Andrea Darby and 

Jennifer Guzewicz - 

both are from Auburn. 

Back:  Meghan Murray (Union Springs) 

Front L-R:  Abby Loop  (Jordan-Elbridge), Amber Noce 

(Jordan-Elbridge), and Kacee Blasko (Skaneateles) 

http://www.gone4ever.org
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Cato -Meridian Odyssey Team  

Earns Top Honors  
By Debra Daloia, Instructional Support Services 

    The air was tingling with excitement on 
Saturday, May 29th, in the Breslin Student 
Events Center, located on the Michigan State 
University campus.   Top awards for the   
Odyssey of the Mind World Finals were 
about to be announced during the closing 
ceremony.  CeCe Kurpita and her team of 7 
students from Cato-Meridian had accepted 
the fact that they were not going to place for 
their problem division.  Considering there 
were over 40 teams in their division, she re-
minded her team that just attending a World 
Finals was a huge accomplishment and 
something to be proud of.   
 
 Suddenly the team was stunned to hear 
their  name called as the First Place winner 
for Discovered Treasures, Division I.        
Disbelief turned to excitement as the team 
realized they had just won  the top prize.  
The team, seated in the upper tier of the 
arena, had to walk down two set of stairs    
before reaching the arena floor and on to the 
stage to claim their trophy.  The trophy was 

almost as tall as some of the team members.  
The last time a team from our BOCES region 
placed first at an Odyssey of The Mind World 
Finals was in 1999, won by a team from 
Skaneateles High School.   
 
 For Cato-Meridian and two other Region 
11 teams attending the World Finals event, it 
was a trip to remember.  Auburnôs East    
Middle School and Skaneateles High School 
teams also participated at the World Finals.  
The event was a culmination of all the teamsô 
hard work, which began last October.  Each 
team placed first in their problem division at 
the Regional tournament, which was held at 
Cayuga-Onondaga BOCES last March.  First 
place teams then advanced to the New York 
State tournament, held on the Binghamton 
University campus in late March.  At the state 
level, Cato-Meridian tied for first in their  
problem division, East Middle School and   
Skaneateles High School both placed      
second in their problem  divisions.  The East 

(Continued on page 3) 
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First Place win for Discovered Treasures, Division 1 at the 

Odyssey of the Mind World Finals on May 29. 


